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Alaska helping Gulf

June 3, 2010

Letter to the editor:

In a letter published in the News-Miner May 28, the writer expressed interest in Alaskans
sharing knowledge and experience in the wake of the Exxon Valdez oil spill, with Gulf of Mexico
residents affected by the 2010 catastrophic spill. Alaskans will appreciate knowing that Torie
Baker, University of Alaska Fairbanks professor of fisheries based in Cordova, recently visited
Louisiana fishing communities where she offered advice and consolation.

Torie was a commercial salmon fisherman in Prince William Sound in 1989 when the EVOS
spill hit. She helped organize Alaska fishermen to clean up the spill, and helped get fair
compensation for fishermen affected by the spill.

In early May 2010, Gulf of Mexico Sea Grant Programs in Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Alabama, and Texas invited Baker and Joe Banta, of the Prince William Sound Regional
Citizen’s Advisory Council, to visit Louisiana to share their experiences and lessons learned
from the 1989 Alaska spill.

After she returned to Alaska, Torie said Gulf residents are having struggles similar to those
experienced in Prince William Sound 21 years ago. Most of the people she talked to down
South, however, have already had their resiliency tested by Hurricane Katrina and plan to work
toward a positive outcome in face of this disaster as well. To listen to interview bytes with Torie,
see seagrant.uaf.edu/news/10news/05-27-10oil-spill-visit.php. Torie is marine advisory agent
with the Alaska Sea Grant College Program, headquartered in Fairbanks.
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"Think they have all the answers to everything that could happen."

No one does to any human endeavor, but that's what separates us from the
amoeba. 

Suggest you stay in bed, but then your house could collapse on you. What's an
amoebic-American to do?
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coolron.... you got it right. The next disaster waiting to happen. Goodby salmon.

And how about gold mines being placed at headwaters near Salmon runs? Think
they have all the answers to everything that could happen.

Invictus,

I had a similar thought, but the right words weren't there.

Too funny...

I have been asking myself since this catastrophe happend why we keep hearing
that BP was not prepared for anything like this to happen. Shortly after this
incident there was an editorial in the DNM that stated "lessons would be learned
from this disaster just as lessons were learned after the Exxon Valdez spill in the
Prince William Sound," or words to that effect. 

Ok if lessons were learned from the Exxon Valdez incident, apparently Alaska was
the only place that learned them. I say that because the oil spill response system
here in Alaska was set up and has reacted quickly and appropriately in the spills
that we have had here in the last 21 years. But, what happened to all the other
places where this country or the world for that matter have major oil companies
involved in drilling for oil. With the Exxon incident which at that time was the
biggest oil spill ever, why didn't everyone realize that if it could happen here in
Alaska it could happen anywhere. Why do all these companies wave off the idea
of a major catastrophic event and then end up having to admit they wern't
prepared? Why did 11 men have to lose their lives because BP was so sure that
nothing like this could ever happen?

It already did happen, maybe not to this extent, but why didn't the great minds of
this world realize that the Exxon Valdez should have been a wakeup call for every
place in this world that there is oil drilling going on? I'm sorry but none of this
makes any sense to me and here we are 21 years later with an even worse oil
spill and no one is prepared!!! As an afterthought, how many people know that the
oil company responsible for handling the cleanup from the Exxon Valdez was BP
since they were the head of the oil consortium in the State of Alaska.

I feel really sorry for these people in the gulf area, but would still like to
understand why this was allowed to happen in the first place.

Uh, OK, Sue. So what? Should we all start writing letters when someone we know
goes somewhere to help people out?

....

In an article published in the News-Miner June 4th there was word of DOT to host
a meeting about a bike path along Plack Road. James William Bottomtooth, one of
my friends who happens to ride a bike and is known to hang around sports stores
in his spandex while giving advice to other bike riders, attended that meeting to
give his opinions and comments. 

The DOT said they appreciated his comments, and let them know they've been
building roads and such for a long time now. 
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Fairbanks - The voice of Interior Alaska since 1903. is in fairbanks, AK

To listen to James argue with a 10 year old at Sports Authority about the benefits
of carbon fiber frames, please visit this website: http://lmgtfy.com/?q=james william
bottomtooth

I just wanted to write a letter to let you all know that my friend did something. That
is all.

....

I believe this is an "Ode to Torie".

I have to confess that I don't know what the point of this letter is.

If it is to report on the fact that an Alaskan responded to the call for help in the
Gulf, then I guess that was accomplished, but I feel like I'm still missing
something.

Maybe it's just too early in the morning.
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