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The Board of Fisheries resolved, at least

for the time being, several thorny

management issues concerning sport king

salmon fisheries this winter and spring.

The saltwater sport fisheries for “winter

kings” in the waters surrounding Homer,

Seward, and Kodiak have essentially

returned to their status before last year’s

controversial Board of Fish changes.

In Homer area waters south of Bluff Point

the annual five-king annual limit has

reverted to a five-king seasonal limit,

effective April 1 through September 30.

In other words, winter kings do not count

toward the five-king limit and do not have

to be recorded on the back of the sport

fishing license.  Bag and possession limits

remain the same: 2/day and 2 in posses-

sion south of Bluff Point and 1/day and

1in possession north of Bluff Point.

In the Seward saltwater fishery, likewise,

kings no longer count toward a five-fish

annual limit.  But there are changes to the

daily bag limits.  Inside the Resurrection

Bay Terminal Harvest Area the daily bag

and possession limit of king salmon May

1-Aug. 31 is two fish of any size.  Sept. 1

to April 30 the daily bag and possession

limit is one king salmon.  Outside the

terminal harvest area, on the North Gulf

coast, the year-around daily and posses-

sion limit is one king salmon.

In Kodiak marine waters, the sport king

fishery has no seasonal or annual limits

and fish do not have to be recorded on the

fishing license.  Daily and possession

limits remain at two fish each.  Kodiak

fresh water king limits did not change,

and for kings 20 inches or longer the

annual limit is five and harvested fish

must be recorded.

The Kenai River, and the neighboring

Kasilof, have been subject of some of the

most bitter wrangling over king salmon.

The issue on the Kenai pitted guides—

who wanted management that would

maximize stability and predictability in

the fishery so that clients would feel

comfortable making bookings—against

many local self-proclaimed “meat

fishermen” who objected to catch-and-

release regulations.

The Board of Fisheries initially

adopted—with the encouragement of

guides associations—a catch-and-release

plan for the early run Kenai kings after

June 11 that would have allowed retention

only of fish over 55 inches in length.  But

in its March meeting the Board opted for

a more moderate “slot limit” plan that

requires release of kings between 44 and

55 inches through June 30 below the

Sterling Highway bridge, and through

July 14 between the bridge and the outlet

of Skilak Lake.  The fishery is single

hook only and no bait is allowed.  Below

the bridge from July 1 through July 31

there is no slot limit, bait is allowed, but

the single hook limit remains in place.

Above the bridge the slot limit is dropped

from July 15 through July 31, bait is

allowed, but single hook remains in

effect.

Regulations are Changed for

King Salmon Anglers



2

Non-residents may not fish from a boat on
the Kenai from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. in May
and June downstream from the outlet of
Skilak Lake.  Kenai River king salmon
limits remain 1/day and one in possession.

The Kasilof River, which experienced
increased fishing pressure during last
year’s Kenai River king salmon closures,
has some new regulations as well.  Below
the Sterling Highway bridge from May 16
through June 30, single hook and bait are
allowed.  July 1-Aug. 30 bait and multiple
hooks are allowed.  Sept. 1 through May
15, only single hook and no bait is
permitted.  Upstream from the bridge
there are no changes in terminal tackle
regulations, but only adipose-clipped
hatchery fish can be kept through June 30.
Downstream from the bridge only
adipose-clipped kings can be retained
through June 30 and after July 1 any king
can be kept.

Downstream of the bridge no fishing from
a motorized boat is allowed, except that a
motor of up to 10 h.p. can be used
downstream of Trujillo’s Landing to exit
the fishery.  No fishing from anchored
boats is allowed in the vicinity of Crooked
Slough through June 30.

Daily and possession limit on the Kasilof
is one king salmon, and all kings 20
inches or longer must be recorded on the
license or Annual Harvest Record Card.
The annual limit of kings 20 inches or
longer on the Kasilof is three fish.

In Prince William Sound daily ba and
possession limits for king salmon have
been reduced.  The new limit is two per
day and four in possession, regardless of
size.  Previously the limits were six per
day and 12 in possession, and pertained
only to kings 16 inches or longer.  The
freshwater limit in most Prince William
Sound drainages remains two per day and
four in possession for kings 20 inches and
longer, and 10 per day and 10 in posses-
sion for kings less than 20 inches in
length.

In Southeast Alaska the king fishery has
also been subject of controversy, as
anglers and guides have sought a bigger
allocation of the resource, and have
looked for ways to cap the non-resident

catch and improve harvesting opportuni-
ties for residents while preserving a
viable charter fishing industry.  Southeast
kings largely comprise trans-boundary
stocks and overall catch is limited by
provisions of the U.S.-Canada salmon
treaty.

Sport fishing interests had sought a
reallocation of the non-net catch of kings
from 20 per cent to 50 per cent, which
naturally commercial trollers opposed.
The Board rejected a reallocation, at least
for the present, and focused instead on
the proposed management plan ham-
mered out by the Southeast Alaska King
Salmon Management Task Force.  In the
end the Task Force’s recommendations
generally were adopted, although with
some modification from their original
form.

Key points: When king abundance is at a
moderate to high level, resident daily bag

limit is two fish.  Non-resident limit is
one fish per day, and three per season
through June 30.

At lower levels of abundance resident and
non-resident daily limit would be one
fish, and non-resident season limits would
be three to June 30, two between July 1
and July 15, and one between July 15 and
Dec. 31.  Fish caught in earlier time
periods are applied to later periods.  Other
restrictions could be applied if king stocks
drop to very low levels.

Sport Chinook catches now are discon-
nected from troll harvests, meaning that
trollers’ limits won’t change in response
to overharvests or underharvests by
anglers.

The plan is subject to further revision
when the Board takes up Southeast
salmon proposals again in three years.

The National Marine Fisheries Service

is continuing to write proposed rules

for the highly controversial halibut

charter Guideline Harvest Level (GHL)

and Individual Fishery Quota (IFQ)

management programs.

Neither will be in place before 2004

and most likely will not affect opera-

tions until at least one or two years

after that.

Here is the current status of the two

programs.

GHL: The Juneau office of NMFS has

written a proposed rule, which cur-

rently is under review by the NOAA

General Counsel office in Alaska.

Once it passes legal muster here, which

is expected to be during this summer, it

goes to Washington, D.C. where NMFS

staff, General Counsel staff and the

Dept. of Commerce Small Business

Administration will study it for legal

compliance.  If no major problems are

encountered, this review could be

completed later this year.  Once the

regulation is published, there is a 30-

day waiting period before it goes into

effect.  This means that there is a good

chance it will be effective during the

2004 season.

Each halibut statistical area’s GHL is

based on a percentage of the allowable

quota for that area, which is set by the

International Pacific Halibut Commis-

sion.  Actual allowable poundages will

fluctuate with halibut abundance.

However, the North Pacific Fishery

Management Council, on recommenda-

tion from ADFG, has determined that

charter vessel logbook data cannot be

used for management purposes, and

ADFG has stopped collecting halibut

catch data in the sport fish logbooks.

NMFS has contracted with Wostmann

& Associates of Juneau to devise a

catch reporting system that will

effectively report charter halibut

catches for the purpose of matching

fleet performance against the GHL.

The same system is expected to be used

to report individual vessels’ catches

once the IFQ program is in place, so it

will have to incorporate features of

timeliness and reliability needed for

IFQ management.

GHL Plan Development Continues

Kenai Change (continued from Page 1)



Currently ADFG harvest survey data
are the only catch reports being used to
measure fleet performance, and a
period of 12-18 months is required to
produce a season’s report.  That means
that if the GHL is in place for the ’04
season, the landings for that season
won’t be officially determined until the
fall of ’05, and the NPFMC’s response
measures to an overage would occur
during the ’06 season, irrespective of
what the fleet catches during ’05.

The matter is complicated by a NOAA
legal opinion that the framework of
response measures created by the
NPFMC violates the Administrative
Procedures Act, and is illegal.  That
means that should an overage occur, the
NPFMC will have to determine an
appropriate corrective response at the
time rather than referring to a suite of
measures already agreed upon.
IFQs: Staff members of the Sustain-
able Fisheries Division of NMFS are
currently drafting the proposed rule in
Juneau.  Glenn Merrill of the division
says they expect to have a draft ready
for review sometime this fall.  The
same sequence of reviews applies—
first NOAA General Counsel in Alaska,
then to D.C. for NOAA staff, General
Counsel, and Dept. of Commerce.

Merrill says the proposed rule theoreti-
cally could be approved by the start of
the ’04 season if there are not hang-ups.
However, the same data collection
problem must be solved for the IFQ
program as for the GHL and the final
rule can’t be completed until the data
program is designed.  Furthermore,
NMFS is required to respond to all
public comments on the plan, and since
some 500 were submitted on the GHL,
it is possible even more will have to be
addressed on the IFQ plan.  There
remains the possibility of court chal-
lenges and lobbying against the plan at
the Secretary of Commerce level.
The NPFMC’s original plan called for a
one-year “cooling-off period” between
plan adoption and actual issuance of
quotas.  That sets back the earliest
possible implementation to at least ’05
and likely one or two years later.

Merrill says NMFS is using the
NPFMC’s preferred alternative as its
blueprint for writing the IFQ plan
language, but there are sure to be issues
that need clarification or even revision.

For example, although 1998 and 1999
catches will be used to calculate
individual operator shares, the question
of “recency” or continuing participation
since the qualifying years may have to
be re-addressed. The original plan
required participation in 2000 but a
decision will have to be made about on-
going participation since then.
Catch history transfers:  In the
interim, some operators are selling out
and others buying in.  New entrants

will not qualify for any quota unless
they met the original criteria of
logbook-recorded landings in either ’98
or ’99, plus 2000, plus any additional
recency requirements to be added later.
However, they can buy “catch history”
from a retiring operator which can be
used to secure quota once shares are
assigned.  Prospective purchasers will
have to be very careful to ensure that
the claimed catch history actually
exists, in the name of the seller.  The
seller can file a request with ADFG to
have qualifying catch history revealed
to prospective buyers or to others
whom the owner wants to have access
to this confidential information.

ADFG’s Division of Sport Fish is
concerned that the number of Alaska
resident sport fishing licenses issued
steadily decreased through the 1990s,
even as the population and the numbers
of non-resident licenses increased.  The
division recently published results of a
study it conducted in 2001 that asked
residents about the factors that influence
their decisions regarding whether to
participate in sport fishing.  The study is
based on a statewide mail survey sent to
8500 persons, and which had a 46.5%
response rate.  The study was designed to
estimate the relative importance of
various barriers to sport fishing participa-
tion experienced by Alaskans.

Authors of the study identified classes of
barriers, including: intrapersonal
constraints, such as being uncomfortable
on the water or handling fish; interper-
sonal constraints, such as lacking family
or friends who are available as fishing
partners or supportive of fishing;
structural constraints, such as time and
financial commitments, lack of access or
opportunities to fish.

Among the significant findings of the
study:
• 60% of Alaska residents over age 18

purchased a license and went sport
fishing at least once in the last three
years.  8% have done some fishing but

did not fish in the last three years, and
30% have never sport fished in Alaska.

• Two-thirds of active anglers are men,
and two-thirds of inactive and non-
anglers are women.

• About a third of Alaskan households
took fish under a Personal Use permit
in 2000, and among active anglers,
about 22% bought a sport fishing
license primarily to obtain a Personal
Use fishing permit.

• Nearly half of inactive anglers reported
crowding on the waters to be an
important factor in their decision not to
fish.

• Not having friends or family to fish
with was an important impediment to
older inactive anglers.

• Lack of interest, difficulty understand-
ing fishing regulations, crowding, lack
of time, and lack of personal resources
(including money, equipment and
fishing companions) were the main
impediments to non-anglers.

The survey also asked questions of
Alaska resident anglers who fished the
Kenai, Russian and Little Susitna Rivers
about their feeling regarding the quality
of their experiences. The Russian fared
best, with 55% saying their most recent
experience had been good or excellent,
followed by the Kenai at 48%.  The Little
Su trailed with 43% stating that their
most recent experience had been good or
excellent.

Fishing Participation Studied

GHL  Plan (continued from Page 1)
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Kenai River Guide Moratorium Dropped

The new state administration has reversed

a decision of its predecessor and dropped

the two-year moratorium on Kenai River

fishing guide permits.

The Department of Natural Resources,

facing lawsuits filed by businesses

opposed to the moratorium, announced in

April that instead of immediately limiting

the number of guides, it would initiate a

study of river use and crowding.  How-

ever, at the time the agency had no

funding for such a study and a spokes-

man was unable to say when it might

begin or who would do it.

The DNR commissioner, Tom Irwin, told

the Peninsula Clarion on April 18 that no

further action will be taken to cap the

number of guide permits in the Kenai

River Special Management Area until a

study is completed, a proposal for

administrative action is made and public

notice and comment has been completed.

His statement indicated that the action

was taken to resolve litigation pending in

Alaska Superior Court.

The moratorium was generally supported

by existing guides but opposed by lodges

and other businesses that feared they

would have difficulty hiring guides to run

their boats.

According to Craig Medred at the

Anchorage Daily News, the number of

guides licensed to operate on the Kenai

has increased from 207 in 1982 to 346 in

2002, although not all of them have been

active.

DNR is reported to be bracing for an

increase in the number of guide permit

applications this season as more individu-

als get into the business in anticipation of

an eventual limited entry situation.

The federal Maritime Administration

(MARAD) is back in the business of

granting Jones Act waivers to foreign-

built vessels for use in domestic passen-

ger trade.

Federal law has long restricted vessel

documentation and Coastwise Trade

endorsements to vessels that were built in

the U.S. and continued to be owned and

operated by U.S. citizens.  However,

Congress for many years made excep-

tions on a case-by-base basis for owners

of foreign-built boats, primarily in the

uninspected and small passenger vessel

classes.  In 1999 Congress authorized

MARAD to implement a waiver program

administratively, without congressional

action on each application.  The program

sunsetted in Sept. 2002.

The Maritime Transportation Security

Act of 2002 included a provision for

reinstating MARAD’s authority to grant

waivers.  It also includes a provision for

revocation if it is found that fraud was

involved in the application.

The program authorizes issuance of

coastwise waiver to vessels of at least

five nets tons or 24 feet in length,

carrying 12 or fewer passengers in

domestic trade. Vessels must be at least

three years old. It does not pertain to

fishing or cargo-carrying vessels.  U.S.-

built vessels that do not have proof of

U.S. construction or a continuous chain

of U.S. ownership can also be included in

the program.

MARAD has an on-line application form

at www.marad.dot.gov/Programs/

smallvessels/index.html.  In addition to a

completed application form, applicants

must pay a $300 application fee.  The

application is posted in the Federal

Register for 30 days for public comment.

After a review MARAD will issue a

written decision.  Total processing time is

estimated to be 45 to 60 days.  When a

waiver is issued, the applicant submits it

to the National Vessel Documentation

Center with application for a coastwise

trade endorsement, which is required for

carrying passengers for hire on docu-

mented vessels.

MARAD-waivered vessels may compete

with generally more expensive boats built

by American builders in some charter

markets, giving the waivered vessel

operators an unfair financial advantage.

The Federal Register notice and comment

period gives U.S. builders and other

operators an opportunity to inform

MARAD when an unfair competition

situation appears about to arise.

MARAD officials have stated in the past

that few objections were received, and a

very small number of applications were

rejected based on those objections.

However, since most boat operators don’t

study the Federal Register daily, it is

possible that many unfair competition

situations do exist but the injured

operators or builders simply were

unaware of the pending waivers.

MARAD Resumes Jones Act Waiver Program

Sport fishing guides and charterboat

operators now can do one-stop Web

shopping for information on state

business-related requirements and for

application forms for licenses, registra-

tions and logbooks.

The homepage for this service is

www.sf.adfg.state.ak.us/statewide/

guides/guide.cfm.

Included at the site are:

• Instructions for application for guide

and business registration forms

• Guide requirements

• Business requirements for saltwater

and freshwater operations

• Logbook requirements for saltwater

sport fish charter operators

• Vessel requirements for saltwater and

freshwater operations

• Kenai River guide information

• ADFG sport fish contact information

• On-line Guide Registration Form

• On-line Business Registration Form

• On-line Logbook Data Release Form

Guide

Registrations

4
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There are now two national organiza-

tions representing the interests of

charter boat operators.  A disagreement

between the board of directors of

NACO (National Association of

Charterboat Operators) and Washington

Policy Associates, the association’s

contract management company, has

resulted in the board canceling WPS’

contract and hiring a new management

firm.  Meanwhile, WPA under the

ownership of Jeff Smith, has formed a

new organization, called National

Marine Charter Association.

Accusations of ethics violations and

mismanagement flew between the two

camps through the winter.  The NACO

board claimed it was not getting its

money’s worth from it’s $130,000 per

year management contract with WPA.

They claimed that Smith and the

NACO staff of three were dividing

their time between the charter industry

account and several other lobbying and

management contracts that Smith

maintained.  They said that the industry

had lost its seat on the Americans with

Disabilities Act compliance advisory

board and had diminished effectiveness

at influencing legislation and Coast

Guard policy due to WPA’s spotty

performance.

Jeff Smith, for his part, accused the

board of violating its own rules by

exceeding term limits, and further, that

board members were awarding them-

selves generous expense accounts at

association cost.  Board members deny

this charge and say that all board actions

have been in keeping with policy.

When WPA’s three-year contract came

up for renewal in the fall the board

pressed for a one-year renewal to

provide time to initiate some changes to

WPA’s performance, but according to

board member correspondence, Smith

refused.  The board voted not to renew

and went in search of a new manage-

ment company, and according again to

board member correspondence, WPA

refused to release membership informa-

tion and funds in the NACO account.

Meanwhile, Smith mailed solicitations

to NACO members seeking members

and nominations for a new board, and

set up the new organization.  NMCA is

positioning itself as representing the

interests of not only sport fishing

charter operators but also sailing,

diving, yacht and nature tour busi-

nesses. Fiona Morgan, formerly a

NACO/WPA staffer, is the new

executive director.

The NACO board, under the leadership

of Bob Zales of Florida, sought an new

management firm and recently signed a

contract with Summer Breeze, Inc., of

Orange Beach, Alabama.  The firm also

manages the Orange Beach Fishing

Association, and company principal

Bobbi Walker has 27 years in the

fishing charter industry.  She claims

that the NACO currently has 3,160

enrolled members

Three NACO board members are in

Alaska—Andy Mezirow of Seward,

Tim Evers of Ninilchik, and Bob Ward

of Anchor Point.  One of NMCA’s new

board members is an Alaskan, Tom

Dawson of Juneau.

According to early reports, Maritime

Consortium—the drug testing organiza-

tion also owned by Jeff Smith—will be

affiliated with NMCA. NMCA plans to

offer is other benefits, some as yet

unspecified, but expected to include

vessel insurance, credit card merchant

account service, special professional

discount arrangement with West Marine,

conferences, and D.C. lobbying.

Charter Lakes insurance agency will

stay with NACO, and discounts on

insurance rates will continue to be

available only to NACO members.  The

new NACO management is promising a

suite of new member benefits, with an

announcement scheduled for the first

of July.

For more information on NMCA check

its website at www.marinecharter.org or

contact the management directly at

(800) 745-6094 or

info@marinecharter.org.  For NACO,

the website is www.nacocharters.org.

Phone is 855-981-5136 and manager

Bobbi Walker’s e-mail is

bobbi.walker@nacocharters.org.

East Amatuli Busy Producing Data

NACO, NMCA Now Competing Organizations

Mariners operating in lower Cook Inlet,
and especially around the popular
halibut fishing grounds of the Barren
Islands, now have a new source of
weather and sea condition information.

In April the National Data Buoy Center
activated Station AMAA-2 on East
Amatuli Island.  Among other things,
the station provides continuous (hourly)

weather updates, accessible to mariners
on-line.  Available information in-
cludes:
• Wind direction
• Wind speed
• Wind Gust
• Atmospheric pressure
• Air temperature
• Dew point

It provides not only current data but
also the 24 for previous hourly observa-
tions.  The station’s website also
provides real time data in tabular form
for the last 45 days and historical data
and climate summaries, plus weekly
status and maintenance reports.

The station’s website is
www.ndbc.noaa.gov/
station_page.phtml?station=amaa2



The time is now to check your paperwork

and equipment prior to the start of the

season.  Following is a list, not

necessarily complete, of items to check

before taking your first clients out on

the water.

Paperwork

• Coast Guard license current.  It expires

five years from issuance date.

• Drug screening program membership

current.

• First aid and CPR cards current.

• Vessel registration or document current

or renewed.

• ADFG vessel registration renewed.

• Insurance (P&I and hull & machinery)

coverage renewed.

• New vessel saltwater sport fish

logbook, if required.

• Sport fish guide registration renewed.

• FCC radio license current, if manda-

tory radio equipped or carrying SSB.

Safety Equipment

• Fire extinguishers – Federal law does

not require that they be inspected

annually, but it does require that they

are serviceable.  The only way of

ensuring that, short of discharging

them, is to have them checked and

tagged by a fire extinguisher service.

The fact that the needle is in the green

(on the little B-IIs) only tells you that

the cheap plastic gauge hasn’t regis-

tered a pressure drop; it doesn’t tell you

anything else about the condition of the

extinguisher.  Dry chem. compacts in a

high-vibration environment (like a

boat), and some types like CO2 lose

weight as the agent slowly escapes.

The bottles have a fixed and legally

mandated lifespan. The best thing is to

have them professionally checked and

tagged annually.  It assures you they

will work if needed and it assures your

fares that you run a safe vessel.

• Pumps and bilge alarms—Check to

ensure that the float switches work and

that the impeller, screen and discharge

hose are not clogged with debris.

• PFDs – Make sure that they are the

mandated Type I, that they have the

required retro-reflective tape, and the

lights with valid batteries.  Ensure that

they are in good condition, not frayed,

and not damaged by mildew.  If you

ever have children as passengers,

ensure that you have a suitable number

of child size PFDs.

• EPIRB – Ensure that your 406 EPIRB

is properly registered, and that the

expiration date for the battery has not

expired.  If it is an ACR, unscrew the

antenna and ensure that it is not one of

those that has been damaged by a

leaky antenna boot that allowed

corrosion to destroy the innards.

• Life raft – Make sure it was repacked

and properly tagged since last season.

If you use a hydrostatic release, check

the expiration date on it, and study a

diagram to ensure that the hydro

release and inflation painter are

properly attached to the cradle.

• Flares – Check the expiration date, and

properly dispose of expired flares.

Most flares gradually absorb moisture

and become non-functional, so check

them for swelling even if they have

not expired.  Store them in a dry,

readily accessible location.

• Radios – Test them before setting out

to make sure they work correctly.  Re-

installed VHF radios often don’t

because of corrosion in wiring or

plugs, or antenna damage, after winter

storage.  If you left batteries in your

hand-held over the winter (not a good

idea because they can burst and

damage the radio), chuck them out and

put in fresh batteries.

• Abandon ship bag – Be sure that the

contents are dry, not damaged by

mildew, and complete.  Hand-held

radios, GPS units, flares, and such

items should be removed for the

winter, but if not, check them now.

Items that are rarely used can be

vacuum-packed in a home food

preserver to prevent moisture damage.

• Ground tackle – Check anchor rode for

nicks, chafe, and signs of deterioration.

Ensure that shackle pins are moused

with Monel wire.  Be sure that the

bitter end of the anchor rode is attached

to the boat.

• Boat batteries – If you haven’t used the

boat all winter, you’ll find out the first

time you try to start it whether your

batters have held a charge.  Better yet,

check them first with both a voltage

meter and a load tester.  If you put

them on a charger you might get

enough juice into them to start the

engine, but if they lost electrolyte or

suffered plate damage over the winter

they may not hold a charge well

enough to keep starting it and to run all

your electronics.

The Coast Guard has issued a safety alert

drawing mariners’ attention to the fact

that certain consumer electronics grade

VHF/UHF marine television antennas

can interfere with reception of GPS

signals.

The antennas identified with the problem

include:

TDP Electronics – Mini State Electronics

Amplified UHF/VHF TV antennas

models 5MS740, 5MS750, 5MS921

Radio Shack Corp. – Long Range

Amplified Omni Directional TV antenna

model 15-1624

Shakespeare Corp. – SeaWatch – models

2030 and 2050.

The Coast Guard says the interference is

not limited to GPS receivers located on

the same boat at the offending TV

antenna.  It says that GPS receivers as far

as 2,000 ft. away can be affected.  The

interference causes GPS-linked chart

plotters to show erratic and erroneous

positions.

The safety alert recommends that anyone

with an on-board TV antenna who is

experiencing outages or degraded GPS

reception should perform an on-off test of

the TV antenna.  If turning off the TV

antenna changes the GPS reception, the

owner should contact the antenna

manufacturer for instructions.

TV Antenna Reception Interference

Pre-Season Check List for Boat Operators
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The charter industry in Southeast Alaska

is testing the waters for a possible future

limited entry program through a bill

introduced in the legislature by Rep.

Bruce Weyrauch (R-Juneau).  So far the

idea hasn’t received a lot of political

support.

Weyrauch’s bill calls for a five-year

moratorium on new entrants into the

sport fish charter business in Southeast.

The bill first went to the House Fisheries

Committee, chaired by Rep. Paul Seaton

(R-Homer) who told Weyrauch to go

back and work on it over the interim if he

wants it to get further consideration.

Jim Preston, an Auk Bay charter operator

and member of the advisory panel to the

North Pacific Fishery Management

Council, says that the bill (HB 281) was

introduced at the urging of a number of

individual operators and some local

associations.  Preston says that there is a

general view that the industry is over-

crowded and likely to become more so.

The purpose of the bill is to address

economic, allocation, and conservation

concerns, Preston says.

With the charter catch of king salmon

limited under the Southeast King Salmon

Management Plan to 20 per cent of the

non-net catch, operators are worried that

diminished king salmon abundance in the

future combined with a possible growing

charter fleet could result in severely

curtailed business opportunities for

existing operators.

The bill appears to have the backing of

many of the existing charter operators, as

well as of commercial trollers, who feel

the charter fleet poses a growing threat to

their  access to king and coho salmon.

Opposing the measure are some charter

booking agencies, and representatives of

companies that plan to expand into

charter fishing or to increase the size of

their existing fleets.

A major legal hurdle must be crossed

before any moratorium or limited entry

plan could be adopted.  It is unclear

whether the state constitutional amend-

ment permitting limited entry in the

commercial fisheries also pertains to

sport fish charter operations.  Charter

operators historically have maintained

that they are not commercial fishermen,

but a recent Dept. of Law opinion

reportedly suggests that they could be

considered so for the purposes of

adopting a limited entry plan.

According to ADFG, as reported in Bob

Tkacz’ Laws of the Sea newsletter, the

number of charter boats in Southeast

jumped from  963 in 1997 to 1,190 in

1998 but has remained fairly steady since

then.  Last year’s total was down slightly

from the peak of 1.242 in 2001.

May is Skin Cancer Awareness Month,

and a good time for charter operators to

remind themselves and their passengers

that even at high latitudes exposure to the

sun is harmful to the skin and directly

causes skin cancer.

While overall cancer rates are declining

in the U.S., the skin cancer rate is on the

increase, largely because Americans still

think that a tan looks good and is a sign

of good health and vitality.  Some one

million people in the U.S. get skin cancer

each year, and 7,400 die from it, accord-

ing to an article in BoatUS Magazine.

Sitka will be the site of three important

safety training events in late Septem-

ber.  Most prominent will be IFISH II,

the Second International Fishing

Industry Safety & Health conference,

sponsored in part by Alaska Marine

Safety Education Association

(AMSEA) and National Institute for

Occupational Safety and Health.  It is

scheduled for Sept. 22-24.  The first

IFISH conference in 2000 was held at

Woods Hole and was attended by 125

health and safety officials and industry

participants.  A small trade show will

be part of the conference.  Registration

is $275.  Full information on IFISH II

is available from Kristie Sherrod at

AMSEA (907-747-3287 or

manager.amsea@alaska.com) or from

Diana Hudson at NIOSH (907-271-

2388 or DHudson@cdc.gov).  Infor-

mation is also available at the confer-

ence website, www.amsea.org/ifish/.

Following IFISH II, on Sept. 26,

AMSEA is offering a one-day Alaska

Water Wise instructor course.  Water

Wise instructor is for persons who

want to teach boating safety to

recreational or subsistence boaters and

who have teaching experience or

education, or who will take the Marine

Safety Instructor Training (MSIT)

course afterward.  The Water Wise

course is approved by the National

Association of Boating Law Adminis-

trators.

MSIT starts Saturday, Sept. 27 nd runs

through Friday, Oct. 3.  This is the

comprehensive, hands-on course for

anyone who wants to teach marine

safety and survival skills to any

audience, including school children,

commercial fishermen, agency

personnel or professional mariners.  It

includes a complete fishing vessel

Drills Instructor course, methods of

instruction, and an overnight survival

exercise.

Skin Cancer Threatens Boaters

Those who don’t contract cancer still

wind up with dry, wrinkled, unsightly

skin.

When boating, the water reflects as much

as 40 per cent of the sun’s radiation,

which means that a person gets almost

half again as much of the cancer-causing

rays as they do under the same sky

conditions on land.

Cloudy conditions don’t prevent expo-

sure.  Harmful rays penetrate clouds and

go right through glass.

Sitka Safety

Meetings

Planned

Moratorium Bill Stalled
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Board of Fish Update
The prevention measures are to cover

up exposed skin, wear a hat, and

generously apply sunscreen with an

SPF of 15 or greater. (The number

means that it would take 15 times as

long to burn with it as without it.)

Adequate protection requires at least

enough to fill a shot glass, according

to writer Elaine Dickinson, and it

should be reapplied about once every

90 minutes.

Tanning beds and broad-spectrum

artificial lights provide no protection

from sun damage.  In fact, the federal

Dept. of Health and Human Services

recently added UV light to its list of

know cancer-causing agents.

Two individuals with sport fish

guiding background have been

appointed to the Alaska Board of

Fisheries by Gov. Murkowski.

Ed Dersham, the current board

chairman and an Anchor Point fishing

lodge owner, was reappointed to the

board.  Dersham is beginning his third

three-year term on the board.  He is

also chairman of the Joint Protocol

Committee which coordinates Board

of Fish actions with those of the North

Pacific Fishery Management Council.

Also appointed is Floyd “Fred” Bouse,

a Fairbanks dentist and former fishing

guide.  Bouse guided on the Gulkana

River from 1988 to 1998, and has

been a Chitina dipnetter since the

mid-1970s.  He is a member of the

Alaska Outdoors Council and Chitina

Dipnetters Association, and served

on the Copper River Management

Work Group.

Bouse is reported as having said that

he was recruited by Fairbanks Sen.

Ralph Seekins to apply for the Board

of Fish seat.  He will be the only

member of the Board from the

Interior.

Skin Cancer ... cont.
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