
 
From: RJ Kopchak [mailto:rjkopchak@pwssc.org]   
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2010 4:49 PM  
To: 'Governor Parnell'; 'Bill Thomas'; 'Albert Kookesh'; Senator_Bert_Stedman@legis.state.ak.us; 
Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us; Representative_Mike_Hawker@legis.state.ak.us; 
Representative_Bill_Stoltze@legis.state.ak.us  
Cc: pjcullenberg@alaska.edu; 'Torie Baker'; cdfu@ak.net  
Subject: Support of Marine Advisory Program 
  
Marine Advisory Program 
Support for funding request 
  
Dear Governor Parnell, and the Honorable Bill Thomas, Al Kookesh, Bert Steadman, Lyman Hoffman, Mike 
Hawker and Bill Stoltz, 
  
I take this opportunity to request your support for the Marine Advisory Program and Alaska Seagrant’s effort 
to continually expand and improve educational opportunities in support of commercial fisheries. Marine 
Advisory Program agents are currently located in 10 coastal communities around the State; however offices 
in Cordova, Nome, Dillingham, Unalaska, Petersburg and Kodiak are threatened with closure due to lack of 
funding. 
  
The importance of the Marine Advisory program cannot be overstated. 
  
For over 40 years the University of Alaska’s Marine Advisory Program has served coastal communities in 
Alaska The program has been instrumental in helping inform and organize local fishermen and fishing 
communities around important issues, including marine safety, quality control, new and evolving fishing 
technology, fuel efficiency, business management, independent marketing, sustainable fishing practices, 
local economic development, and much more. 
  
I can speak directly about the importance of the program. Cordova’s Marine Advisory Program agent 
provides a key service that is not filled by any other local organization. Over 20 years ago the Marine 
Advisory Program in Cordova was instrumental in helping establish the Prince William Sound Science 
Center. The Marine Agent continues to convene informal meetings of local scientists, biologists, 
aquaculture, science educators and non profits to discuss local issues and efforts; to look toward 
collaborations and eliminate duplication of efforts. Marine Safety Training has and will continue to save 
lives. Mentoring programs for new fishermen, best illustrated through the highly successful ‘Alaska Young 
Fishermen’s Summit’, are an important aspect of preparing new entrants into the states largest employment 
sector to fully participate in the process of fisheries management and governance. 
  
The value of the fisheries in the communities slated for loss of funding are significant. Rated as the second, 
third and tenth ports in seafood value in the nation, Dutch Harbor/Unalaska did $195million; Kodiak did 
$98million, Cordova over $50million in fisheries value in 2008. These are the ex-vessel values for the 
fisheries, and the economic impacts from the industry far exceed this conservative indicator. 
  
  
I encourage Governor Parnell and the Alaska State Legislature to support the funding request of $641,000 
to sustain the six Marine Advisory agents in the threatened communities. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
RJ Kopchak 
35 year Commercial Fisherman 
PO Box 1126 
Cordova, Alaska 99574 


