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February 19, 2010 
 
Governor Sean Parnell 
PO Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 
 
Dear Governor Parnell: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the value and importance of the work of the University of 
Alaska’s Marine Advisory Program. 
 
By way of background, I am a Professor of Economics at the UAA Institute of Social and Economic 
Research (ISER).  I have been actively involved in research on Alaska fisheries issues—ranging from 
fishing safety to fish prices to fisheries allocation—for more than twenty-five years.  Over that period of 
time, I have developed tremendous respect and admiration for the work of the Marine Advisory Program 
and the people involved in that program. 
 
Time and again, I have seen MAP agents engaged in work of great importance that made a real difference 
to Alaskans:  teaching safety skills which save Alaska fishermen’s lives, responding to the crisis of the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill, helping fishermen deal with the economic crisis when salmon prices collapsed, 
helping fishermen to improve quality and value in Alaska’s fisheries, playing a critical role in the 
development of a shellfish aquaculture industry which offers very significant economic opportunity, 
developing new economic opportunities such as ecotourism, and in many many other ways. 
 
I strongly believe that the work of the Marine Advisory Program is among the most important and 
effective parts of the University system in reaching out to Alaskans in communities across the State and 
helping them to understand and make wise use of Alaska’s marine resources.  They are trusted and 
respected faces of the university in communities across Alaska. 
 
They are also highly valued colleagues.  Time and again my own research has benefited from the 
expertise of MAP faculty in numerous fields.  Living and working in coastal communities they provide a 
critical link by which other university faculty can learn what is actually going on in these communities. 
 
As a UAA faculty member, I personally refrain from advocating for funding which would benefit me or 
UAA.  That is not the case with MAP, which is part of UAF.  I very much hope the legislature and your 
administration will recognize the value and importance of the Marine Advisory Program in your decisions 
this year on the MAP program funding. 
 
    Sincerely, 

  
    Gunnar Knapp 


