
Joni Johnson 
High School Life Science instructor 
P.O. Box 602 
Petersburg, AK  99833 
 
5 February, 2010 
 
Senator Bert Stedman 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
 
Dear Senator Stedman, 
 
I am writing a letter to bring to your attention the large impact that the Marine Advisory Program (MAP) has in the community of 
Petersburg.  The niche that the program fills in this community is a very important one. MAP connects community residents with 
people and with knowledge and tools.  As grant funding for this position comes to a close, I am asking that you please fund this as a 
permanent position.  A void will be left, an invaluable resource will be missing, and the community will lose its main connection to 
the University of Alaska if MAP’s presence here were to be discontinued. 
 
As an educator, my interaction with the MAP has been in the arena of accessing information and resources.  Whether I am looking for 
information on farming seaweeds, how to develop a small business plan for fisheries-based resources, or individuals willing to work 
with students, the Petersburg MAP agent, Sunny Rice, always managed to come through.  Her network, through the MAP, provides 
me with many useful tools and fantastic information. I know that other educators in the school system use the MAP services as well. 
 
Connectedness is key to the mission of the Marine Advisory Program, and Sunny works this very well in Petersburg.  As an instructor 
of the high school aquaculture program, she has connected me with University of Alaska personnel, AMSEA training, reference 
materials, and biologists that are an invaluable resource.  She has spoken with the aquaculture class on varied topics from careers to 
financing your own boat (and she has gone clamming with us).  Additionally, she has the knowledge of which fishers in town are keen 
on being involved with adolescents and sharing their knowledge.  In providing information for the future fishers of Alaska, she also 
works to help make the youth aware of the small business side of running your own vessel and the government programs available to 
help.  Without fail, I can walk into the office with my grand idea and come out with creative advice, people connections or materials 
that can make the idea a reality. 
 
The Marine Advisory Program also helps with the Ocean Science Bowl, bringing the program to my attention at the high school and 
providing assistance as a co-coach of the team. MAP is involved with community events, such as the Rainforest Festival, bringing 
biological information to the community.  During the high school Exploratory Day, Sunny volunteered to take young women fly-
fishing, again involving students with the biological resource in the community.  During the summer, tourists frequently stop in to the 
local office asking about local wildlife or different plants. 
  
While the Board of Fisheries met in Petersburg to discuss shellfish proposals, Sunny saw to it that there was a public speaking seminar 
in conjunction with Chairman Jensen’s introduction…Purely to assist those who were giving testimony with their presentation skills.  
This exemplifies how Sunny is constantly thinking about what can be done to help fishermen and the other populations that she 
provides services for.  While the MAP has valuable core programs, the individuals at each of the sites make it a robust program that 
reaches many.  Always, always, always, Sunny is looking to connect people with the resources that will help them, and does so 
successfully. 
 
While the University prioritized this program in its budget request, I understand the Governor did not include it in his version of the 
University budget.  Please add in funding for the MAP extension agents in the six communities to the University of Alaska’s operating 
budget.  As said earlier, the help that the MAP program offers is of great value to the community and has been very useful to me. 
 
Thank you for your attention, and listening to why I am concerned for the continued existence of the MAP program in Petersburg and 
other communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joni Johnson 
 
 
 


