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Red king crab larvae enter 
glaucothoe stage, and begin to 
resemble crabs and settle to the 
bottom of nursery tanks at the 
Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery. 
Eggs of Pribilof blue king crab 
are expected to begin hatching 
toward the end of April.
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Red king crab eggs begin to “eye.” 
Filamentous strands connect the 
eggs to the female.

Red king crab eggs begin to 
hatch at the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish 
Hatchery and soon develop into 
the zoea stage. Over the next 
two months, the crab larvae will 
develop through four distinct 
zoea stages.
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Alaska King Crab Research, Rehabilitation  
and Biology (AKCRRAB) Program

Milestones reached

Biologists with the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game collect 32 red king 
crab from Kodiak Island waters. Sixteen 
egg-bearing female crab are cared 
for at the UAF Seward Marine Center. 
Male crab are sampled for genetic and 
pathology analysis.

Alaska Crab Stock Enhancement 
Workshop is held in Kodiak, attended 
by scientists, coastal community 
leaders, fishermen, and resource 
managers. Workshop proceedings 
are published in December 2006.  
Soon after, Alaska Sea Grant forms 
partnership with fishermen, coastal 
communities, Alaska Native groups, 
resource agencies, and scientists and 
launches the Alaska King Crab Research 
and Rehabilitation Program.

Fishermen working for the Central 
Bering Sea Fishermen’s Association 
harvest 28 blue king crabs from Pribilof 
Island waters. Fifteen egg-bearing 
females are delivered to the UAF 
Seward Marine Center. Male crab are 
sampled for genetic and pathology 
analysis.
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Crab eggs develop, held by the 
adult female inside a special fold 
on her underside. Each adult 
female crab carries as many as 
250,000 eggs. In the wild only 
about one in 100,000 crab larvae 
will reach adulthood. Scientists 
believe hatcheries may improve 
the odds to better than 30 percent.

The Alaska King Crab Research, 
Rehabilitation and Biology 
Program holds an open house for 
scientists, community leaders, 
fishermen, lawmakers, and 
resource managers. Following the 
gathering, the NOAA Aquaculture 
Program pledged $175,000 to the 
research efforts.

 


