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News:  
The Alaska Sea Grant Communications team was awarded the annual Ocean Literacy award and Marine 
Advisory Program media specialist, Deborah Mercy, was awarded the Ocean Media award for excellence 
in journalism at the Marine Science Gala in Anchorage. 
 
The Aleutian Pribilof Islands Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning Project won the 2012 Outstanding 
Achievement Award at the Alaska Forum on the Environment. Ray RaLonde is a co-investigator on the 
project. 
 
ASG announces over $1 million in funding for four research projects in 2012-2014, focusing on king 
crab, Bristol Bay marine mammals, Nushagak River sockeye salmon, and southeast Alaska sea otters. See 
 
 
On the schedule: 
March 27 Onboard Marine Refrigeration, Homer 
April  Participating in the NPFMC, Kodiak, with Alaska Marine Conservation Council 
June 24-28 2012 National Marine Education Association Conference, Anchorage 
Sept. 15-21 Sea Grant Week, Girdwood 
Mar. 26-29 Responses of Arctic Marine Ecosystems to Climate Change, Wakefield, Anchorage (2013) 
 
Highlights from February: 
 
HEALTHY COASTAL ECOSYSTEMS 
Dave Christie facilitated a workshop in Anchorage where 40 staff members from NOAA and the newly 
reorganized Bureau of Ocean Energy Management developed protocols for working together.  
 
Gay Sheffield gave presentations on the seal disease concern to 25 Nome Rotary Club attendees, 60 
people at the Norton Sound Health Corporation Regional Environmental Conference, and 50 participants 
at the Alaska Marine Mammal Stranding Network annual meeting.  Gay’s work on the seal and walrus 
disease in the Bering Sea includes working with North Slope Borough Dept. of Wildlife Management, 
NMFS, USFWS, and Eskimo Walrus Commission to develop a response plan for the spring harvest; and 
producing regional flyers on responses to sick seals and walruses. Media follow-up: KNOM APRN, 
http://www.alaskapublic.org/2012/02/28/scientists-still-trying-to-figure-out-what-is-ailing-seals/ and 
Nome Nugget Newspaper, “UME Investigation: Seals don’t show radiation, scientists say.”  
 
Torie Baker facilitated three steering committee meetings for the Cordova Clean Harbor 2012 project.  
 
Gary Freitag is working with the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center to expand the Alaska 
monitoring program for invasive tunicates to Prince of Wales Island and Kotzebue in 2012. 
 
ASG-funded graduate student Corinne Hicken defended her M.S. thesis on Delayed Effects of Oil 
Exposure on Fish. She looked at the effects of 48-hour exposure to weathered crude oil on zebra fish. 
Adult fish exposed to oil as embryos and raised in clean water showed effects that may decrease fitness of 
fish population exposed to low concentrations of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. 



Terry Reeve is organizing logistics (budgets, transportation, and help from local citizens) and outreach for 
a July core drilling project to determine when the Yukon River and Kuskokwim River separated from one 
another, possibly less than 18,000 years ago. Sam VanLaningham, SFOS, is one of investigators.  
 
SUSTAINABLE COASTAL DEVELOPMENT  
Terry Reeve provided outreach for two Cooperative Extension workshops on how to work with the 
legislature, governor’s office, and lobbyists. The 3-day workshop in Anchorage drew 55, and the 3-day 
workshop in Bethel drew 20. 
 
SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD SUPPLY 
The 4th Alaska Young Fishermen's Summit was held 
in Juneau in mid February. About 50 fishermen 
attended representing 19 Alaska communities as 
well as one Bristol Bay fisherman from Bellingham. 
MAP agents and staff, Torie Baker and Sunny Rice 
led the summit with help from Quentin Fong, Julie 
Matweyou, Paula Cullenberg, Beverly Bradley, 
Julie Carpenter and Asia Beder. The two-day 
leadership training covered commercial fishing 
business, world seafood markets, regulatory 
processes, the science of fisheries management and 
public participation. Highlights included testimony 
before the House Special Committee on Fisheries, a 
mock Board of Fish exercise, Lt. Gov. Mead 
Treadwell and ADFG Commissioner Cora 
Campbell addressing the group, and a field trip to 
the Lena Pt. NOAA and SFOS facilities to hear from researchers Gordon Kruse and Mike Sigler. “This 
summit gave me a great perspective on my future, and what I need to do to get where I want to be as an 
Alaskan fishermen,” said an enthusiastic Kodiak participant.  
 
Chuck Crapo and Alex Oliveira organized 
the 2012 Pacific Fisheries Technologists 
Conference, the Perfect Catch, held in 
Anchorage in February. About 45 talks 
were presented on aquaculture, 
biochemistry, byproducts, seafood 
sustainability, catch utilization, processing, 
food safety, and other topics. Sixty-seven 
people attended from several nations. 
Naim Montazeri, UAF graduate student, 
won 2nd place in the student oral 
competition and 3rd place in the poster 
competition.  
 
Chuck, Alex, Peter Bechtel and Brian 
Himelbloom hosted a workshop,	  Smoked Seafood for Fun and Profit, in Kodiak afterward, attended by 21 
participants. 
 
Izetta Chambers introduced a resolution to support HB 261 at the Southwest Alaska Municipal 
Conference (SWAMC) meeting in Anchorage, and SWAMC adopted the resolution. If the bill passes the 



House and Senate, it will increase the borrowing limit from $100,000 to 
$200,000 to buy an entry permit through the State loan program. 
Torie co-taught a 3-evening Net Mending class with LFS (Lummi 
Fisheries Supply) and a local net mender to 25 fishermen in Cordova. 
Photo: Torie and Joseph Estes, fourth-generation Cordova fisherman. 
Paula Cullenberg travelled to Petersburg to teach a net-mending class of 
12 adults followed by 10 students in the high school aquaculture class. 
  
Izetta participated in a panel on direct marketing of fish at the Wild 
Seafood Exchange event in Bellingham, WA, to 50 fishermen. Since 
then she has helped 3 participants with marketing questions.  

 
Ray gave two presentations this month, The Move from the Farm to an 
Industry, at the 2012 Pacific Fisheries Technologists Conference; ASG 
Harmful Algal Bloom Projects, at the World Aquaculture Society.  
 

Quentin created a fisheries internship on aquaculture business and management for his graduate student 
Thomas Fletcher. Tom is working with university researchers and stakeholders in the Alaska oyster 
industry to determine the profitability of different production systems. Quentin also is guiding 
undergraduate fisheries student Kristina Miller through an independent study course—an interdisciplinary 
look at seafood, including production, biology and ecology, management, and markets of selected species. 
 
The Groundfish Forum, Aleutian Pribilof Island Community Development Association, and Central 
Bering Sea Fishermen's Association committed to donating $5,000 each to ASG AKCRRAB research in 
2012.  
 
Gary attended the annual Pacific Salmon Commission meeting where the Chinook Technical Committee 
reviewed work plans and made recommendations on members worked on research proposals.  
 
HAZARD RESILIENT COASTAL COMMUNITIES 
AMSEA offered a Marine Safety Instructor Training class in Nome to 13 people including MAP agent 
Gay Sheffield. Following the class, Gay co-taught a class for fishermen in Nome with AMSEA (5 
attendees) and gave a talk for Northwestern Alaska Career and Technical Center (NACTEC) Arctic 
Survival, “Survival Stories” (6 attendees). 
 
ASG published Terry Johnson’s online Annotated Resources for Climate Change Adaptation for Alaska 
Communities, www.marineadvisory.org/climate. 
 
MARINE LITERACY AND STEWARDSHIP  
Marilyn Sigman and Gay Sheffield participated in a two-day Sikuliaq Science Meeting held in Salt Lake 
City on February 17-18 before the Oceans 2102 conference. Marilyn made a presentation about outreach 
and education to about 40 participants which followed a presentation by Gay Sheffield about outreach to 
Alaska coastal  communities. The presentations and ensuing discussion about outreach emphasized the 
need to keep Alaska coastal communities informed and the opportunity to engage them in the research 
that will be conducted from the Sikuliaq.  

Gay gave two talks: UAF Northwest Campus biology class, “Biology of Marine Mammals” (8 students); 
Norton Sound Pacific Cod Fishery Development (11 on teleconference).  
 



Terry Johnson gave a talk on marine wildlife viewing to 12 people at the Anchorage Lions Club. 
 
The Alaska Library Association chose the book Imam Cimiucia: Our Changing Sea as the winner of their 
2012 Alaskana Award. Published in 2011 by ASG, the book was chosen for “making a significant 
contribution to the understanding of Alaska, and exhibiting originality, depth of research, and knowledge 
of Alaska.” 
 
Sunny hosted a Thursday Science Series in Petersburg where Tsunami Bowl students practiced for the 
March competition by presenting “A Inside Waters Management Plan for Walleye Pollock” to 12 people. 
 
Marilyn was a co-author on a poster presentation about the Bering Sea scientist-teacher workshop at the 
Oceans 2102 conference in Salt Lake City. COSEE distributed a “Best of COSEE” hands-on activities 
CD activities in the registration packet, which included the lesson plan developed by COSEE Alaska for 
AOOS related to the Prince William Sound Field Experiment and oil spill r response. 

Also, Marilyn taught a third session of BIOL/MSL 694, Communicating Science, in Fairbanks, and 
participated in the peer review of the first set of student presentations during another session via 
videoconference.  

Julie Matweyou and Alex Oliveira acted as a science fair judge for Kodiak Middle School 
http://www.kodiakdailymirror.com/view/full_story/17627503/article-Kodiak-Middle-School-names-
science-fair-winners 
 
 
RAPID RESPONSE  
MAP agents/ASG staff chaired and attended committee and board meetings, mentored faculty, worked on 
community science talk series, developed pinger outreach strategy, organized refrigeration workshop, 
provided info for and wrote preproposals, wrote and submitted grant proposals on PSP and boat electrical 
course etc., discussed polar bear harvest quota with USFWS, helped organize WAISC conference and 
updated website, attended training webinars, attended training in Public Issues and Conflict Management, 
reviewed grants and manuscripts, worked with ADEC on PSP testing, coached teams and updated website 
for Tsunami Bowl, analyzed marine mammal research data, and surveyed for dead birds. For the third 
year, Kurt Byers was on the planning committee, in charge of entertainment, for the annual Fairbanks 
community charity fundraising event, The Chancellor's Gala, Dancing with the Cars, held Feb. 4. 
 
MAP agents answered questions on vessel stability testing services in southeast Alaska; net handling and 
financial planning materials for new permit holders; financing options for new salmon fishermen; training 
options in Seattle for plant refrigeration technician; evaluation of Cordova port needs with city mayor, 
NMFS-Polar Ecosystem Program, NOAA fisheries outreach, ice seal survey, sea lion survey, fish waste 
compost, direct marketing, marine mammal seasonal jobs, salmon processing plant startup, archaeology 
dig in Y-K Delta, vitamin K in beach asparagus, information on home smoking and curing salmon, and 
whale deterrents for gillnetters. 


