
 
 
 
 

 
 
January 27, 2010 
 
Governor Sean Parnell 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-001 

 
Dear Governor Parnell, 
 
I am writing this letter to express my strong and ongoing support for the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, 
Marine Advisory Program, and respectfully urge you to consider including funding the program as it appears in 
the University of Alaska Draft FY11 Operating Budget. 
Since the spring of 2004 the community of Unalaska has been offered an important and effective educational 
program, the Forum of Alaska Marine Issues. During the five years of its existence the Program has developed 
and matured into an important and irreplaceable venue for educating the residents of Unalaska of all ages about 
important issues connected with marine biology and environmental awareness, and has become an important 
tool in bringing together the educators and scientists from different fields to foster discussions on different 
marine issues closely related to the life on the island. 

 
Being an educational program in its core, the Forum of Alaska Marine issues, compliments the school 
curriculum, and adds great value to the Museum of the Aleutians educational and community outreach 
programs. Unalaska is a remote island in the North Pacific with a limited access to educational institutions. 
Approximately ten percent of Unalaska’s residents are children under the age of 17. Fortunate to grow in the 
pristine beauty of our islands, they are restless and curious as all children. The community puts forth an 
extensive effort to provide them with opportunities to realize their potential. The Forum of Alaska Marine 
Issues is an outstanding example of this effort. During the five years of its existence the Program has offered 
countless lectures and presentations, hosted by the Museum of the Aleutians, to thousands of museum visitors.  

 
As a representative of a non-profit organization who relies heavily on fundraising I do understand the strain that 
fundraising efforts can put on the staff, and impede their efforts to offer high quality educational programs. It is 
my understanding, that the operations of half of the MAP offices are funded through short-term grants, hence 
the budget request in the University Draft Operating Budget to fund the six offices without permanent long-term 
funding: Petersburg, Cordova, Dilligham, Kodiak, Nome and Unalaska. 
 
I do hope that you will find this project as important as the coastal communities do, and will support their full 
financing. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Zoya Johnson 
Museum Director 
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