
Dear, 

Governor, Sean Parnell 

Senators, Linda Menard, Lyman Hoffman, Bert Stedman 

Representatives, Bill Stoltze, Mike Hawker, Carl Gatto, Wes Keller 

I am writing to express my support for the Marine Advisory Program (MAP) and respectfully ask that you 
include funding for the program as it appears in the University of Alaska’s Draft FY11 operating budget. 
Alaska’s coastal communities benefit greatly from the things MAP does and it is one of the strongest of 
the University’s community-based programs, adding to the well being of Alaska’s seafood industry. 

Many people from the Valley live and work in our coastal communities during the summer and some in 
the winter months. This money has a direct benefit when their money comes back to the Valley’s 
economy, not to mention the trickle-down jobs benefit. 

        MAP agents and specialists that live in the coastal communities work with residents, students, local 
government and government agencies, businesses and community groups to provide reliable 
information, educational opportunities, and good technical support at a hands-on level. They provide 
leadership programs for both the seafood harvesting and processing sectors, which enable participants 
to be more effective in the industry and their communities. They also support research between scientists 
and seafood industry members that ensure good resource management. 

        I have heard that one half of the MAP offices are funded with short-term grants only and that is the 
reason the budget request is in the University draft-operating budget. I encourage you to support funding 
of the six offices that are without long-term funding, those being: Petersburg, Cordova, Dillingham, 
Kodiak, Nome and Unalaska. Each of these communities contributes to the State economy by providing 
jobs in seafood harvesting and processing employment, production and shipping. They need to be able 
to count on the University’s presence and attention to coastal issues through the services provided by 
the MAP agents. The Marine Advisory Program is great program that is much appreciated and needed. I 
hope you will support their worthy and continuing work. 

Sincerely, Thank you for your consideration, Bob Martinson 

 

 
Bob Martinson 

900 Iroquois Drive 

Wasilla, Alaska 99654 

Home: (907) 373-2627 

Cell: (907) 775-3246 

Email: danse@gci.net 


