
November 24, 2009 
 
Dan Hull 
19300 Villages Scenic Pkwy 
Anchorage, AK 99516 
 
 
Governor Sean Parnell 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, Alaska   99811-0001 
 
 
Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program (MAP) request in the draft FY11 
University of Alaska budget request 
 
Dear Governor Parnell, 
 
I am writing today to express my strong support for the Alaska Sea Grant Marine 
Advisory Program (MAP) request to the State of Alaska for permanent funding for six 
Marine Advisory Program agent positions in coastal communities around the state.  Five 
of these positions, in Nome, Unalaska, Dillingham, Cordova and Petersburg have been 
funded through a federal grant that expires next year, and the sixth would fill a position in 
Kodiak that has been vacant for thirteen years.   
 
I have a great interest in the economic and social well being of Alaska’s coastal 
communities, as a fisherman out of Cordova for 25 years, and a longtime participant in 
the fisheries policy process.  I am currently serving on the Alaska Sea Grant Advisory 
Committee, and the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council. 
 
The MAP request is titled “Economic Sustainability, Application of University Research, 
and Response to Community Needs in Coastal Alaska”, and I can speak from long 
personal experience to the importance of these MAP positions in Alaska’s communities.  
MAP agents provide an essential link between the University and the communities, 
providing University publications and information, and putting researchers and scientists 
in touch with the needs of the community.   
 
The MAP agent in Cordova, Torie Baker, has been a tremendous asset to the community 
and typifies the significant role a MAP agent can play in serving the needs of individuals, 
the fishing industry and the community in general.  With a small office space on the main 
street donated by the Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation, she is quite often 
the first person individuals seek with questions or problems.  Whether the question is 
about rockfish identification, the effects of climate change on fish resources, financial 
management for fishermen, or small business development, Torie provides the critical 
connection to University resources and contacts.   
 



MAP agents also play a critical role putting the University’s resources to work solving 
problems that serve regional and statewide needs.  Several years ago, Torie and Sunny 
Rice, the MAP agent in Petersburg, coordinated a project with fishermen to develop sea 
bird avoidance gear on small longline fishing vessels.  The results of this project assisted 
the North Pacific Fishery Management Council in the development of sea bird avoidance 
gear regulations that were tailored to small longline vessels.  This kind of cooperative 
industry and university response to marine resource management needs would just not be 
possible without MAP agents living in coastal communities. 
 
More recently, in consultation with fishermen Torie identified a need among salmon 
fishermen to improve their ability to maintain the complex marine refrigeration systems 
that are now essential equipment on vessels to improve salmon quality in the competitive 
global salmon market.  This has led to a cooperative project with Integrated Marine 
Systems, a producer of refrigeration systems, to provide classes in refrigeration 
maintenance and repairs.  The demand for these classes is high and they are being held in 
communities throughout the State of Alaska. 
 
These two examples also illustrate the ability of MAP agents to develop partnerships with 
outside interests and funding sources, and thus leverage the resources of Alaska Sea 
Grant and the University of Alaska to better serve the interests of the state. 
 
Finally, MAP agents are in a unique position to inform Alaska Sea Grant and University 
researchers and scientists what the coastal communities believe are their greatest needs 
and challenges to maintain their economies, develop natural resources sustainably, and 
address resource management issues.  Because these challenges occur in the context of 
changing world markets and the economy, and changes in marine resource abundance 
and the environment, MAP agents play an important role in framing the issues that affect 
Alaska’s coastal communities the most. 
 
This is just a brief synopsis of MAP activities.  I encourage you to learn more about the 
Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program positions and the tremendous benefits they 
provide for all of Alaska.   And I encourage you to support the request for permanent 
funding of these positions in the University of Alaska’s budget request. 
 
Thank you for taking my comments into consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dan Hull 
 
 
Cc:  Karen Rehfeld, Office of Management and Budget 
 Cora Campbell, Office of the Governor 
 


