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From the Director
Dear Friends, 

I’m pleased to share with you this summary of 
Alaska Sea Grant’s eventful year. Our Marine 
Advisory faculty, administrative staff, and 
communications team worked successfully to provide 
a wide array of programs that, through our 
partnerships, enabled us to widen our reach and 
tackle some of Alaska’s most pressing marine issues. 

Highlights for the year include leadership training 
for seafood processors and commercial fishermen, 
an international scientific symposium examining new 
solutions to fisheries bycatch, coordination of a statewide community–based 
monitoring workshop, and the second Kodiak Area Marine Science Symposium. 

Eight new two-year research projects were launched this year. The projects focus 
on marine mammal interactions with fisheries; climate impacts on ecosystems of 
the Bering Sea, Alaska Peninsula, and Kachemak Bay; the economic viability of a new 
skate fishery; and potential barriers to the next generation of commercial seafood 
harvesters. Eight graduate students are working on these and other projects, 
supported by Alaska Sea Grant traineeships.  

Thomas Farrugia, an Alaska Sea Grant–supported student, was selected as a fellow 
for the highly competitive National Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship program. Thomas 
will serve in the legislative branch of the US government in Washington DC, in 2015. 

The Marine Advisory Program experienced some faculty changes this year. We said 
goodbye to seafood specialist Alexandra Oliveira and Unalaska agent Reid Brewer, 
and welcomed two new agents—Gabe Dunham in Bristol Bay and Melissa Good 
in Unalaska.

In this annual report, we showcase examples of our work from fall 2013 through 
summer 2014, all made possible through the longstanding support of National Sea 
Grant, the University of Alaska Fairbanks, the School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, 
and over 200 partnerships across the state and nation.

Sincerely,

Paula Cullenberg, Director
Alaska Sea Grant
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Photo credits: p.5 images provided by students, p.6 Jim Swingle, p.8 Terry John-
son and Glenn Gray, p.12 NOSB by Sharice Walker. Pollock illustration by Sandy 
Noel. All other photos and fish illustrations by Deborah Mercy.
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Vision
Alaska will sustain its vibrant 
marine, coastal, and watershed 
ecosystems, with strong coastal 
communities and people who make 
decisions using science-based 
and traditional knowledge for the 
social and economic benefit of 
all Alaskans.

Mission
Alaska Sea Grant’s mission is to 
enhance the wise use and 
conservation of Alaska’s marine, 
coastal, and watershed resources 
through research, education, and 
extension.

Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee
James Balsiger, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service
Steve Borell, Borell Consulting Services
Bruce Bustamante, Princess Cruises
Peggy Cowan, North Slope Borough School District
Steve Davis, (alternate) NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service
Pete Esquiro, Retired, Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association
John Garner, North Pacific Seafoods
Kelly Harrell, Alaska Marine Conservation Council
Rick Harris, Sealaska Corp.
Geoff Haskett, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Lea Klingert, Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank
Jennifer Lincoln, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
Molly McCammon, Alaska Ocean Observing System
Vera Metcalf, Eskimo Walrus Commission
Henry Mitchell, Coastal Villages Region Fund
Daniel O’Hara, Bristol Bay Borough
Mary Pete, UAF Kuskokwim Campus
Fred Schlutt, Alaska Cooperative Extension
John Shively, Resource Development Council
Chris Siddon, Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Jeffrey Stephan, United Fishermen’s Marketing Association
Bill Streever, BP Exploration
Arliss Sturgulewski, Former State Senator
Joe Thomas, Former State Senator
David Wigglesworth, (alternate) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Bob Winfree, National Park Service
Dave Witherell, North Pacific Fishery Management Council
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HOW ALASKA SEA GRANT WORKS
Strategic Plan 2014 – 2017
Alaska Sea Grant’s strategic plan 
was developed under the guidance 
of the Alaska Sea Grant extension 
faculty and staff and our 25-member 
statewide Advisory Committee. The 
plan identifies Alaska Sea Grant’s 
priorities in addressing critical 
coastal and marine issues in Alaska 
for the period 2014–2017 through 
seven goals developed under four 
National Sea Grant focus areas, 
and includes an eighth program 
management goal. The four 
national focus areas are:

Healthy Coastal Ecosystems

Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture

Resilient Communities and Economies

Environmental Literacy and 
  Workforce Development

Research
As part of our core mission, Alaska Sea Grant funds research projects. We look 
for innovative proposals in the natural and social sciences that focus on the 
environmental and economic viability of Alaska’s coastal communities. The 
impact of our funded projects is broadened by meaningful collaboration with 
industry, agencies, and communities, and by linking ecosystem research to 
wider sociocultural and management issues. Our research projects often 
support graduate students, who will become the next generation of scientists 
and managers.

Education and Communications
Education and communications underpin all Alaska Sea Grant research and 
outreach activities, providing a conduit for disseminating research results and 
making sure outreach efforts engage intended audiences. Our educational 
offerings serve everyone from kindergarten students to older adults. We provide 
the Alaska Seas and Rivers K–8 place-based, hands-on marine/aquatic
curriculum, workshops and community science forums, support for the Alaska 
regional competition of the National Ocean Sciences Bowl, and training in 
communicating science. Alaska Sea Grant publications, videos, and websites 
offer information on the environment, fisheries, marine recreation, coastal 
community development, marine safety, and other topics.

Marine Advisory Program
University faculty in the Marine Advisory Program (MAP) are located in coastal 
communities where they provide information, assistance, and workforce 
development opportunities and help Alaskans wisely use, conserve, and enjoy 
our marine and coastal resources. MAP faculty offer their expertise in seafood 
harvesting, processing, and marketing; shellfish aquaculture; tourism 
development; business management; marine safety; marine mammal and 
fisheries research; and public policy participation. seagrant.uaf.edu/research/rfp/2014-2017strategic-plan.php



Chris Manhard
Outbreeding 
Depression in Pink 
Salmon — PhD

Sarah Traiger
Habitat Degradation 
Due to Melting 
Glaciers — MS

Zac Hoyt
Impacts of Sea Otter 
Recolonization in 
Southern Southeast 
Alaska — PhD

Building the Next Generation 
Through Student Support

Ilona Kemp
Community-based 
Marine Mammal 
Conservation in 
Bristol Bay — PhD

Asia Beder
Nutrition and 
Condition of Red 
King Crab Larvae
 — MS

Sean Brennan, PhD
Developing Strontium 
Isotope Maps of Alaska 
Rivers to Track Pacific 
Salmon Migrations

Ayla Doubleday, MS
The Seasonal and 
Interannual Patterns of 
Larvaceans and 
Pteropods and Their 
Relationship to Pink 
Salmon Survival

Thomas Farrugia
Economic Viability 
of a Directed Skate 
Fishery in the Gulf 
of Alaska — PhD

CURRENT 
STUDENTS

Wendel Raymond
Sustainability of 
Coastal Communities 
and Sea Otters — PhD

Danielle Ringer
Graying of the Fleet 
in Alaska’s Fisheries 
— MS

Jennifer 
Stoutamore, MS
Spatial and Temporal 
Population Genetics of 
Blue King Crab 
(Paralithodes platypus)
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Alaska Sea Grant’s graduate student funding is notable 
because of its applied and interdisciplinary focus. Former 
graduate students say Alaska Sea Grant plays a key role in 
leading to their career success after graduation. Since the 
early 1980s, at least ninety former Alaska Sea Grant funded 
graduate students have reported filling professional positions 
in federal and state agencies, academic institutions, and 
nongovernmental organizations. Alaska Sea Grant funding 
ranged from a few semesters of tuition to four years of 
funding on long-term research projects for master’s and PhD 
degrees. As employees, these former students are now 
contributing to the wise use of coastal natural resources. 

RECENT GRADUATES

and their 
projects



HealtHy Coastal eCosysteMs

FOuR NATiONAL SEA GRANT FOcuS AREAS

King crab are important to Alaskans for commercial, sport, 
subsistence, and community harvest, but many stocks have crashed 
and are now closed to fishing. The long-term goal of the Alaska King 
Crab Research, Rehabilitation and Biology program (AKCRRAB), 
launched in 2006 by Alaska Sea Grant and other groups, is to 
rehabilitate king crab stocks, while learning more about their 
biology and ecology.

In 2013 Alaska Sea Grant–funded student Asia Beder varied the 
nutritional content of the red king crab larval diet to improve 
survival and increase hatchery larval production. Beder and her 
colleagues identified diets that improve performance during stress, 
information that can enhance diets of hatchery-reared king crab to 
increase larval production.

National Sea Grant has established four focus areas 
considered top priorities for the United States. These 
focus areas create a framework that fits well with 
Alaska’s needs, and Alaska Sea Grant supports many 

Healthy ecosystems are the foundation of Alaska’s way of life. For 
millennia, humans have been part of Alaska’s coastal ecosystems, 
using seasonally abundant natural resources to meet their 
subsistence, cultural, and economic needs. Maintaining habitat 
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quality is fundamental to supporting sustainable populations of 
marine life that are the focus of these subsistence, commercial, 
and recreational uses. 

projects, research, and education in each of these areas. 
While we have many projects that fall easily within these 
topics, in this report we have selected one to highlight 
within each of the national focus areas.

Researchers also assessed predation on newly settled red king crabs 
by tethering them in the field near Juneau and observing them with 
underwater video cameras. The results suggest that, to minimize 
predation, stock enhancement planners should consider crab size 
and timing of release when developing release strategies.

In August 2014 crab scientists conducted an experimental release 
of 11,000 juvenile red king crabs into Trident Basin near Kodiak. 
Biologists at the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery in Seward reared 
the crabs, and NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center staff from the 
Kodiak Laboratory released and are monitoring the crabs. 

AKCRRAB partners and funders include the Alaska State Legislature, 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, NOAA, National Sea Grant, Alutiiq Pride Shellfish 
Hatchery, fishermen’s associations, community organizations, the 
seafood industry, and economic development groups.

Researchers Learn from Crab Experiments on Diet, Predation, Release
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Alaska’s coastal communities depend on the harvest of fish and 
other marine resources and seafood processing to feed families and 
sustain local economies. Commercial fishing and seafood processing 
are the largest private employers in the state. Subsistence harvest 
and the culture of sharing resources among families and 
communities are found in Alaska Native and non-Native traditions 
throughout Alaska. Recreation and guided sport fishing activities 
occur across Alaska’s coasts and waterways.

Pollock Oil Research Yields New Diet Supplement Product
American Marine Ingredients has released a new diet supplement product, 
54°North Omega-3 with Vitamin D3. The oil in the capsules is derived from 
Alaska pollock livers, through a process created by Alex Oliveira, Alaska Sea 
Grant Marine Advisory seafood specialist. 

With funding from the pollock industry, Oliveira worked out a molecular 
distillation process to purify pollock oil for nutraceutical use. Molecular 
distillation does not require use of chemicals and generates virtually no 
processing waste.

“The major leap is to have Alaska pollock oil break into the nutraceutical market, which is still expanding yearly,” said Oliveira. Pollock is by 
far the highest volume fishery in Alaska, and using pollock livers to produce a high purity nutraceutical makes environmental sense and 
increases the value of the fishery. 

A few years ago Oliveira’s presentations on the pollock oil project at international conferences piqued the interest of the fish oil industry. 
She has assisted a New Zealand scientist in purifying hoki oil, and the process has also proven successful for Pacific cod liver oils. 

Richard Draves, American Seafoods vice president of product development, reports good sales and profit from the 54°North Omega-3 product. 
Oliveira’s project was the focus of his keynote presentation at the 2014 Pacific Fisheries Technologists Conference in Monterey, California.
Partners are Alaskan Leader Fisheries, Aleutian Spray Seafoods, American Seafoods Company, New Zealand Institute for Crop & Food 
Research, and Pollock Conservation Cooperative Research Center.

sustainable FisHeries and aquaCulture
Seafood quality and safety is an ongoing issue for commercial and 
personal use food processors. Alaska’s processing industry is 
remote, seasonal, and diverse with an ever-changing workforce. 
Small and mid-sized processors face limited training support, 
limited resources for product analysis, and high energy and 
production costs.

To support the economic diversity derived from aquaculture, 
Alaska shellfish farmers need guidance for efficient operations and 
response to potential environmental threats such as disease and 
increasing ocean acidification.
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More than 70 percent of Alaska’s 700,000 residents live along the coast. Less than 10 percent of coastal 
communities are connected by road; most are accessible only by boat or airplane. This “lack of connection” 
is a defining feature of Alaska’s coastal communities and often is relished by residents, but it also creates 
challenges. High energy costs, climate change, economic resiliency, extractive resource development, water 
safety, and food security and safety are of concern. 

A diverse economic base is critical to the well being of Alaska communities. Commercial fishing remains 
the economic backbone, but fluctuations in stocks and market demand challenge the industry. Tourism and 
other industries, as well as  coastal service businesses such as harbors, docks, and freight forwarding are 
important sources of jobs and income. Public sector occupations such as fishery management and 
education also provide employment. Young Alaskans need to be trained and educated for these and many 
other career opportunities.

After a two year planning process, 
residents and leaders of the 
western Alaska coastal village of 
Shaktoolik have adopted a climate 
adaptation plan that responds to 
threats of erosion and flooding due 
to climate change. Subsequently 

they started construction of a vegetated berm, as specified in the 
plan, to protect human life, buildings, and infrastructure. 

The community of 250 people about 130 miles west of Nome, sits 
near the end of a sand spit bordered by the Tagoomenik River and 
Norton Sound. Economically they are doing well, with subsistence 
activities and earnings from commercial fishing and local jobs. But 
erosion threatens the community, and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers has shown that severe storms could imperil life and do 
considerable damage. 

The community decisions on the adaptation plan are a result of a 
project led by Marine Advisory agent Terry Johnson and Glenn Gray 
Associates, and funded by NOAA Sea Grant. The community 
established a planning committee representing the City of 
Shaktoolik, Native Village of Shaktoolik, and Shaktoolik Native 
Corporation. Johnson and the project team met with experts, 
developed alternatives to protect against erosion and flooding, and 
recommended funding sources. A final adaptation plan was 
approved and presented to the community in early 2014.
 
The Sea Grant project has ended, but the Shaktoolik Planning 
Committee will continue its work—seeking funds for defense efforts 
and new studies, monitoring for hazards, and developing guidelines 
for protecting structures from storms. The adaptation plan was 
shared with leaders of four other at-risk coastal villages, who are 
interested in developing plans for their communities.

Shaktoolik Has New Climate Change Adaptation Plan

resilient CoMMunities and eConoMies
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Alaska Sea Grant’s opportunities for increasing marine literacy 
include formal and informal education. Informal science education 
embodies citizen science programs and ocean and climate 
literacy for all ages. In formal education, Alaska Sea Grant is working 
to incorporate the Alaska Seas and Rivers activities and units  into 
the curriculum of Alaska school districts.

Annually, close to two million visitors join residents in enjoying 
Alaska’s resources. Understanding these resources increases the 
appreciation and conservation of the unique environment. 

Last year the Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program provided 
training and mentoring to 70 seafood harvesters and 14 future 
seafood processing leaders.

In December 2013 Marine Advisory agents Torie Baker and Sunny 
Rice organized the 5th Alaska Young Fishermen’s Summit. During 
the three-day crash course in managing a modern fishing operation, 
commercial seafood harvesters upgraded their skills in sessions on 
direct marketing, insurance risks, and fisheries management training. 
Industry experts gave presentations on borrowing money, 
bookkeeping, and debt management. One of the most popular 
sessions was how to give effective three-minute oral testimony, a 
key business skill whether talking to a lender or giving public 

Alaska’s economic future depends on sustainable management and 
development of natural resources, requiring an environmentally 
literate citizenry. The aging of fishermen, fisheries managers, and 
seafood processors challenges succession in these vital industries. 
Training and support are key as the next generation takes the helm. 
Alaska Sea Grant’s role in implementing the Alaska Maritime 
Workforce Development Plan includes leadership in bringing 
employers, educators, and stakeholders together to identify and act 
on workforce strategies. 

enVironMental literaCy and WorkForCe deVelopMent

comment at a meeting. Since 2007, more than 340 fishermen have 
honed their business and public participation skills at the Alaska 
Young Fishermen’s Summits.
 
The Alaska Seafood Processing Leadership Institute gives mid-career 
seafood processor employees a boost in moving up the leadership 
ladder, to keep the seafood industry strong and improve the 
workforce. The fourth ASPLI began in November 2013 with a week 
of hands-on seafood processing instruction, a fish plant tour, 
microbiology exposure, and plant safety. Over the winter the 
students completed a project with an in-plant mentor, followed by 
a week of business management classes in Anchorage and a visit to 
the Seafood Expo North America in March. 

Training the Alaska Seafood Industry Workforce
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Impacts and Accomplishments

Subsistence risks 
addressed
Prompt action by Gay Sheffield, Marine 
Advisory agent in Nome, resulted in the 
first Alaska diagnosis of avian cholera 
and follow-up guidance on bird 
handling. After residents reported 
hundreds of sick and dead birds, 
Sheffield notified federal, state, borough, 
and tribal agencies, and residents, and 
arranged for diagnosis. Quick response 
is key in Native villages where residents 
rely on wildlife for subsistence. 

On the lookout for 
invasive tunicates 

Invasive tunicates are moving into 
Southeast Alaska waters. Gary Freitag, 
Marine Advisory agent in Ketchikan, 
collaborated with researchers from the 
Smithsonian Environmental Research 
Center (SERC) to hold a bioblitz event in 
search of the foreign tunicates. 
Researchers trained local residents to 
identify the tunicates so they could 
continue to monitor and report their 
findings to SERC.

Involving communities
in monitoring
The April 2014 workshop, 
Community Based Monitoring: 
Observing Alaska’s Coasts and Oceans, 
co-coordinated by Marilyn Sigman, 
highlighted best practices for setting 
up and maintaining citizen 
environmental monitoring programs 
for 100 participants. In May Julie 
Matweyou and Kate Wynne organized 
the second Kodiak Area Marine Science 
Symposium—4 days that brought 
Kodiak research back to the community. 
135 people attended the event.



Seafood safety improved
US seafood companies are required to 
have a Hazard Analysis and Critical 
Control Point plan. Alaska Sea Grant 
Marine Advisory seafood specialists 
have been primary providers of HACCP 
training to the Alaska seafood industry 
for nearly 20 years. Between 2008 and 
2013, over 400 Alaskans earned HACCP 
certification through ASG’s program.

Sea otters and fishermen 
compete for shellfish 
After a 4-year study on the impact of 
sea otters on shellfish fisheries in 
Southeast Alaska, scientists concluded 
that the growing sea otter population 
eats a significant amount of shellfish and 
is linked to depletion of commercially 
important species, and that an 
understanding of the food web is key 
as fisheries and wildlife managers make 
decisions in the future. 
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Easing the way for 
shellfish farmers 
Ray RaLonde, Alaska Sea Grant 
aquaculture specialist, provided key 
information to state agencies for 
updating shellfish farm permit 
regulations and new methods of data 
collection. The changes improved 
efficiency for state regulators while 
preserving essential regulatory 
management to protect Alaska’s marine 
resources. Conflicts between agencies 
and farmers have been reduced because 
of an improved, simpler reporting 
process that accommodates newer 
methods of shellfish farming.



Agent highlighted for 
marine safety training 
Marine Advisory agent Torie Baker was 
highlighted in a NOAA National Sea 
Grant feature story during National 
Safe Boating Week this year. Baker has 
trained nearly 400 Cordova fishermen 
with safety drills and practices since 
2005, and has trained youth, recreation 
and subsistence boaters, and 
researchers as well. Baker was inspired 
to pass on the marine safety legacy 
when she took a training class as a 
new fisherman 25 years ago. 
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COSEE Alaska engages 
teachers, scientists, 
and students
Two successes of Alaska Sea Grant 
and COSEE Alaska were highlighted in 
articles in the Journal of Geosciences 
Education: (1) teacher-scientist 
professional development in a context 
of Alaska marine ecosystems and 
Native cultures; and (2) ocean science 
fairs as a means to engage the interest 
of Alaska Native and rural students 
in science.

Alaska Tsunami Bowl held in Seward
Well over a thousand Alaska high school students have gone through arduous 
preparation for the Alaska competition of the National Ocean Sciences Bowl since 
it began in 1998. In 2014 Alaska Sea Grant continued NOSB support by coaching 
teams, mentoring students on research projects, practicing quizzes, judging 
presentations, and building the website. Marine Advisory agent Sunny Rice 
co-coached the 2014 Petersburg science bowl team, who won fourth place overall.

Training offered in boat 
electrical systems
Responding to fishermen’s needs, 
Marine Advisory agent Torie Baker and 
Marian Allen of the University of 
Alaska Southeast developed an online 
boat electrical course. The Boat 
Electrical class is open for registration 
to help new boaters and experienced 
operators solve basic electrical issues.

Every Halibut Counts
If you choose to release a halibut, treat 
it gently, minimize handling, and 
unhook it in the water if possible. That 
is the central message of a voluntary 
program called “Every Halibut Counts.” 
Terry Johnson, Marine Advisory 
recreation and tourism specialist, 
worked with charter boat captains and 
the Alaska Marine Conservation 
Council to create outreach materials 
and an informational campaign.

Developing Alaska’s
maritime workforce
The Alaska Maritime Workforce 
Development Plan was created to 
address an aging workforce, maritime 
career misperceptions, and difficulties 
in filling well-paying jobs in Alaska. 
Alaska Sea Grant director Paula 
Cullenberg co-chairs the UA Fisheries-
Seafood and Maritime Initiative, which 
synthesized the multi-agency plan.
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Marine mammal data 
spans 25 years
Alaska Sea Grant marine mammal 
specialists have conducted surveys of 
whales and sea lions since 1990, for the 
Gulf Apex Predator-Prey Project (GAP). 
In 2013 the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management said that GAP data 
provide the only detailed year-round 
whale distribution information available 
for the northwestern Gulf of Alaska, data 
BOEM needs as they consider impacts in 
oil and gas lease areas. 

Keeping whales out 
of nets 
Marine Advisory faculty Kate Wynne, 
Bree Witteveen, and Sunny Rice 
convened several groups of fishermen 
in 2014, to encourage them to attach 
acoustic pingers to nets and record 
whale behavior. With the goal of 
reducing humpback whale interactions 
with Alaska salmon fisheries, the team 
is conducting field experiments that 
address interests of the fleet and 
resource managers. Alaska Sea Grant 
funds the study.

Fisheries bycatch progress 
is evident
In 2014, Alaska Sea Grant held its 
29th Wakefield Symposium, 
“Fisheries Bycatch: Global Issues and 
Creative Solutions.” About 120 
researchers and government agency 
leaders attended. Speakers 
demonstrated excluder and nontarget 
fish release innovations, and attendees 
heard about gear modifications to avoid 
marine mammals, turtles, and seabirds 
and reducing the impacts of flatfish 
trawls on the seafloor. Experts conclude 
that steady, balanced progress is being 
made to reduce fisheries bycatch 
worldwide.
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Healthy Coastal Ecosystems
Habitat Degradation Due to Melting 
Glaciers: Effects of Glacial Discharge on 
Kelp Bed Community Recruitment and 
Succession in Kachemak Bay

Brenda Konar, School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks

$31,644

Sustainability of Coastal Communities and 
Sea Otters: Harvest and Future Manage-
ment of Sea Otters

Ginny Eckert, Fisheries Division, School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Stephen Langdon, Anthropology Department, University of Alaska Anchorage

$114,725

Long-Term Records of Abundance and 
Effects of Large Scale Climate Change on 
Alaska Peninsula Sockeye Salmon

Nicole Misarti, Water and Environmental Research Center
Bruce Finney, Department of Biological Sciences, Idaho State University
Mark Shapley, Department of Geological Sciences, Idaho State University

$210,367

Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture
Applying Regime Shift Indicators to Under-
stand the Potential Impacts of a Multi-Year 
Cold Event on the Bering Sea Ecosystem

Michael Litzow, The Farallon Institute $71,283

Economic Viability of a Directed Skate 
Fishery in the Gulf of Alaska 

Andrew Seitz, School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Keith Criddle, Fisheries Division, School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks

$51,320

Recovering Humpback Whales and the 
Future of Alaska’s Hatcheries, Fisheries 
and Coastal Communities 

Janice Straley, Sitka Sound Science Center $118,569

Industry-Based Documentation of the 
Effectiveness of F3 “Whale Pingers” at 
Reducing Humpback Whale Interactions 
with Alaska Salmon Fisheries 

Kate Wynne, Marine Advisory Program, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Allison Rice, Marine Advisory Program, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Briana Witteveen, Marine Advisory Program, University of Alaska Fairbanks

$66,663

Resilient Communities and Economies
Graying of the Fleet in Alaska’s 
Fisheries: Defining the Problem and 
Assessing Alternatives 

Courtney Carothers, School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Paula Cullenberg, Alaska Sea Grant College Program, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Rachel Donkersloot, Alaska Marine Conservation Council

$140,089

New Research Projects 2014 –2016
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/research/project-directory.php
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Outreach Attendees
Meetings/workshops/conferences 3,585
Public/professional presentations 2,683
K-12 students reached 932

Total attendees/students 7,200

Publications
Books/conference proceedings 3
Brochures/fact sheets 6
Graduate degree theses 2
Newsletter issues 26
Peer-reviewed journal articles 28
Websites maintained 10
Total publications 75

Individual items distributed by ASG 12,020

Partners
Federal 34
Local, state, and tribal 81
NGO 27
Industry 77
Academic institution 18
International 4

Total partners 241

Alaska Sea Grant in the news
News releases 23
Media placements 147

By the Numbers 2013 Alaska Sea Grant Funding Sources
Total Budget: $5,599,598

September 2013 – August 2014

Federal Sea Grant and 
University

Matching Funds
44%

University of Alaska Funds
26%

Outside Funding Sources
30%

Alaska Sea Grant Overall Budget Expenditures
Total Budget: $5,599,598

September 2013 – August 2014

Program Development
2%Program Management

9%
Education

and Communications
15%

Research and 
Traineeships

34%

Marine Advisory Management 
and Program

40%
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Alaska Sea Grant Directory
Program Administration
Paula Cullenberg, Director
Beverly Bradley, Marine Advisory Program Coordinator
Adie Callahan, Program Coordinator
Jared Dillbeck, Fiscal Coordinator
Terri Schimmack, Administrative Assistant

Research
Ginny Eckert, Associate Director for Research
Michele Frandsen, Research Coordinator

Education and Communications
Carol Kaynor, Website/Communications Coordinator
Sue Keller, Publications Manager/Symposium Coordinator
Deborah Mercy, Media/Communications Coordinator
Dawn Montano, Publications Specialist
Dave Partee, Communications and Web/Database Developer
Marilyn Sigman, Marine Education Specialist

Marine Advisory Program
Torie Baker, Associate Leader/Marine Advisory Agent, Cordova
Gabe Dunham, Marine Advisory Agent, Dillingham
Jerry Dzugan, Marine Advisory Program Affiliate Faculty, Sitka
Quentin Fong, Seafood Marketing Specialist, Kodiak
Gary Freitag, Marine Advisory Agent, Ketchikan
Melissa Good, Marine Advisory Agent, Unalaska
Brian Himelbloom, Seafood Specialist, Kodiak
Terry Johnson, Marine Recreation and Tourism Specialist, Anchorage
Julie Matweyou, Marine Advisory Agent, Kodiak
Ray RaLonde, Associate Leader/Aquaculture Specialist, Anchorage
Sunny Rice, Marine Advisory Agent, Petersburg
Gay Sheffield, Marine Advisory Agent, Nome
Bree Witteveen, Marine Mammal Specialist, Kodiak
Kate Wynne, Marine Mammal Specialist, Kodiak

The Bethel Marine Advisory agent position is currently vacant.

AK-ADMIN-86 – 2014

Row 1: seated, left to right: Carol Kaynor, Sunny Rice, Quentin Fong, Alex Oliviera, Adie Callahan. 
Row 2:  Beverly Bradley, Sue Keller, Ginny Eckert, Marilyn Sigman, Kate Wynne, Gay Sheffield.
Row 3: Jerry Dzugan, Gary Freitag, Paula Cullenberg, Julie Matweyou, Michele Frandsen.
Row 4: Terry Johnson, Jared Dillbeck, Dave Partee, Brennan Smith, Bree Witteveen, 
Dawn Montano, Torie Baker.


